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HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND APPLICATION
“LET IT SPEAK FOR ITSELF” PROJECT

The project will: 

ImPROvE LEARNING bY  	

n	 Creating a new Heritage, Visitor and  
 Education Centre.	

n	 Introducing a themed range of new interpretation  
 panels sited at key historical and heritage features  
 in and around the Cathedral, sitting naturally  
 around the site with sensitive labelling.

ImPROvE PARTICIPATION bY  	

n	 Developing a programme of community   
 participation and engagement and to expand the  
 learning activities for children and adults. 	

n	 Extending our volunteer base, training staff and  
 volunteers to fit them for their role of opening up  
 the Cathedral’ resources.

ImPROvE CONSERvATION bY	

Conservation and conversion of a range buildings 

n	 No. 25 Minster Precincts - a Grade II building for  
 the New Heritage, Visitor and Education Centre.  	

n	 The Knights Chamber - a Grade I Ancient  
 Monument for a Reception area for schools  
 and other visiting groups, lectures, social events  
 and as a home to develop a programme of   
 community participation and engagement. 

ImPROvE ACCESS bY    	

n	 A new accessible and welcoming main entrance  
 to the Cathedral, including landscaping in the  
 precincts.	

n	 Improving physical and intellectual access to the  
 Cathedral’s features and artefacts.

 

The “Let it speak for itself” project 
will aspire to open up Peterborough 
Cathedral to bring about a much deeper 
engagement for its visitor, to be a 
place where the vision is for a future 
of education, hospitality, outreach and 
worship that is right for the modern world, 
but which has its roots securely anchored 
in its historic heritage, to enhance the 
visitor experience both in terms of 
physical access and virtual access.

The Cathedral aims to challenge, 
stimulate and motivate new audiences, 
by reaching out to people who may not 
engage with the Cathedral for a number of 
reasons. To create for its visitors: A richer 
experience and appreciation of the life of 
the Cathedral past and present, and its 
relationship with the City of Peterborough 
and the Nation. Barriers will be removed 
and people will be encouraged to look 
towards the Cathedral in new ways linking 
our heritage past, present and future.
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NORmAN ARCH

The objective is to:
n	 Meet the changing and growing needs of visitors  
 to the Cathedral.
n	 Engage new visitors in the heritage of the Cathedral.
n	 Safeguard the future.

 

A new Welcome totam panel situated at the Norman gate with the primary purpose of welcoming the visitor.

The contents include:
n	 Welcome to Peterborough Cathedral
n	 Opening times
n	 Digital display component to promote upcoming and major events

SITE LOCATION 

PROPOSED vIEw



 
GALILEE COURT

Orientation & Interpretation of the west Front
After absorbing the visual impact of the Cathedral West 
Front, interpretation of this intriguing architectural façade 
will be found adjacent to the Orientation Map. This keeps to 
a minimum any physical intrusion within Galilee court.

SITE LOCATION 

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw

Interpretation 
panel of the West 
Front

Orientation map high lighting key 
visitor destinations



 
GALILEE COURT CONT.

The Heritage & visitor Centre welcome wayfinders
The new Heritage, Visitor and Education Centre and Coffee 
Shop will be clearly identifiable with Monolith Wayfinding 
boards. Located slightly away from the building entrance 
to ensure visibility for visitors who have passed through 
the Norman Arch.

 

SITE LOCATION 

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw NEw LANDSCAPING

Obstructed view 
of the Heritage 
Centre Entrance 
passing through 
the Norman Gate



NEw LANDSCAPING

 
ACCESS TO wEST FRONT

Access to west Front 
Improving ACCESS
The main visitor entrance to the Cathedral will:
n	 Introduce a safer access for all visitors
n	 Open up the dark and unwelcoming entrance currently  
 encountered by the visitor.
n	 Open the Portico’s by reconfiguring the railings
n	 Reduce heat loss from the Cathedral.  

 

SITE LOCATION 

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw



 
THE CATHEDRAL  

Three primary themes with universal appeal have been 
identified to promote inclusivity and engage the widest 
possible audience.

Theme 1 - Faith
This theme interprets Christian beliefs and the journey of 
faith within the context of the Cathedral and its daily life as 
a place of worship

Theme 2 - People
From successive groups of incomers and immigrants 
to famous and infamous historical characters, the 
relationship of the Cathedral with its people intersects with 
many of the key moments in local and national history. This 
theme unravels these connections in the context of the 
three key periods of Christian life on the site.

Theme 3 - Place
This theme celebrates the architectural grandeur of 
Peterborough Cathedral and interprets the key features of 
the building.

These themes will be woven throughout all interpretation 
at Peterborough Cathedral in such a way that is 
proportionate to the focus of the individual exhibit and its 
location on the site.

 

Origins 655-870

Benedictine 
970/72-1539

Episcopal 1541 – 
Present

Covers all 3 Time 
Periods



 
THE CATHEDRAL CONT.

Sympathetic to the Cathedral architecture and historic 
fabric, the panels are located utilising a hanging rail 
system, tensioned within the arcade structure. The panels 
will be thick acrylic, allowing visibility of the Cathedral 
fabric as much as possible. The acrylic panels will 
encapsulate LED or electroluminescent graphics, allowing 
the text and images to glow.

 

SITE LOCATION 

PROPOSED vIEw

Graphics will be applied as a single panel or as multiple run within the blind arcading

EXISTING vIEw



 
THE CATHEDRAL CONT.

The freestanding panels adopt the same design language 
as graphics within the blind arcading. The proportions of 
the freestanding panels  are sympathetic to the blind arcade 
proportions and also sit well against central columns within 
the cathedral. The panels will be thick acrylic, allowing 
visibility of the Cathedral fabric as much as possible. The 
acrylic panels will encapsulate LED or electroluminescent 
graphics, allowing the text and images to glow.

 
SITE LOCATION 

PROPOSED vIEw

Freestanding 
against columns



 
THE CATHEDRAL CONT.

Movable lectern graphics, suitable for locations
that need high flexibility. 

 

SITE LOCATION 

PROPOSED vIEw

Movable lectern 
graphics, suitable for 
locations that need 
high flexibility. 

EXISTING vIEw



 
THE CATHEDRAL CONT.

SITE LOCATION 

Interactive Kiosks (Existing) will remain. 

 

Community notices 
The various community notice boards will be repositioned 
above chair stores in the South Transept.
   

INTERACTIvE KIOSKS

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw



 
THE CATHEDRAL CONT.

 

CURRENT LOCATION

PROPOSED LOCATION 

Hedda Stone Display
Re-locating the Hedda Stone will bring it closer together 
with other surviving elements of the Anglo-Saxon Church 
such as the surviving foundations and the stone relief inset 
into the South Transept wall. 
 
The Stone will be displayed on a plinth to be viewed on all 
sides supported by Type ‘A’ Interpretive graphics either side 
of the stone in the blind arcading.

 

PROPOSED vIEw

EXISTING vIEw
Anglo Saxon 
engraving will 
be adjacent to 
the Hedda Stone 
Display

The Hedda stone



 
THE TREASURY  

The Treasury will interpret the primary them ‘FAITH’. 
The Treasury is a location that can be utilised as a major 
dwell point and provide an area to display a selection of 
treasures and artifacts that support the them.

 
SITE LOCATION 

PROPOSED vIEw

Features include:

n	Display case
n	Plinth / Lectern
n	Seating
n	Audio Headset
n	Visual Aid (i.e large print or tactile)
n	Interactive opportunity
n	IT Exhibit
n	Audio Visual Exhibit
n	Film (no audio) Exhibit
n	Information

EXISTING vIEw



 
CLOISTERS

Cloisters interpretation panels
There will be two interpretation panels within the 
Cloisters. These will interpret the Benedictine  
Monastery and the function of the Cloisters within the 
monastic period.

The design will not have intrusive foundations. The 
lecterns are low level so as to be unobtrusive within 
the space and are positioned to strengthen the line of 
the walkway around the Cloisters. Natural construction 
materials are being considered, such as stone and  timber.

 

SITE LOCATION 

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw



The Knights Chamber
A programme of conservation and conversion will bring 
the Grade I Ancient Monument into a Reception area for 
schools and other visiting groups, a home for lectures and 
social events as we develop a programme of community 
participation and engagement.

 

SITE LOCATION 

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw

 
KNIGHTS CHAmbER



 
THE HERITAGE & vISITOR CENTRE

A programme of conservation and converting a substantial 
three-storied residence within the precincts will provide a 
New Heritage, Visitor and Education Centre.

n	 Converting the ground and first floors from    
 existing residential usage to provide the new Heritage  
 interpretation and Seminar Rooms

n	 Converting the second floor to provide additional space  
 to expand our education and learning facilities.

Displays

1.  Introduction
2.  Lapidary Display
3.  Graphic - overview
4.  Digital Interactive Touch Table
5.  Celtic Display
6.  Benedictine Display
7.  Episcopal Display
8.  Timeline - Characters in a historic timeline
9.  Overview of the exhibition
10. Tactile/ Interactive lectern
11. Tactile/ Interactive timeline

SITE LOCATION 

Origins 655-870

Benedictine 
970/72-1539

Episcopal 1541 – 
Present

Covers all 3 Time 
Periods



 

THE HERITAGE CENTRE

PROPOSED vIEw



 
THE HERITAGE CENTRE 
mEETING ROOmS & LIbRARY (1ST FLOOR) CONT.

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw



THE HERITAGE CENTRE - EDUCATION CENTRE 
& KNIGHTS CHAmbER - (2ND FLOOR)

EXISTING vIEw

PROPOSED vIEw



THE HERITAGE CENTRE 
mEzzANINE ROOm

PROPOSED vIEw

EXISTING vIEw



PROJECT ACTIvITIES




